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Threatened and Endangered
Animals

(Grade 7 and above)
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and William J. Bluhm, 1999;
Teacher edition by Trudi L. Volk,
William J. Bluhm and David
Hagengruber, 1999; Stipes
Publishing Co. LLC, PO Box 526,

and endangered bysing exam-
ples with which many of us are
familiar — uncomfortably and

guiltily so, in the case of predation

by our own household pets —
and provides structurefor issue
investigation that can based to
initiate, investigate and recom-
mend appropriateaction for di-
verse environmental issues.

The opening example of the

Champaign, IL 61824-0526, (217) decline ofthe Americanbison, a
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Teacher edition ISBN 0-87563-

specieghat washunted almost to
extinction in afew decades in the

874-0, cerlox bound, 190 pp., US late 1800s,setsthe stagefor the

$24.80 (includes Student edition); student andeacher to realize the

Student edition, 134 pp., $13.80.

As a formercat owner, | was

impact of theincreasing human
population orhabitatand species.
This chapter dines basicterms,

amused andproud, rather than lists reasondor animalsbecom-

disgusted, at seeing thimp, furry
(and often dismembered)offer-
ings left on the bakdoor mat by
our intrepid felines.
way that | became familiarwith
the rodents that sharethe rural
community my familyand | call
home. | wasless happywith

thesewere notthe ubiquitous and
quarrelsomestarlings or weaver
finches that crowded in arate all
the bird food we putout, but
youthful and partially fledged

ing threatenedand endangered,

endangered ithe U.S. sparks in-
quiring students tcstrike out on
their own investigations.

The last half of the text, com-
prising three chapters dealimgth
iIssue awangess, issue investiga-
tion, and citizenshigction, broad-
ens the view of the teacher and
students to arawareness of the
universal application othis ap-
proach to any ensonmertal issue
— in fact,to anyissue at all. Not
only are thetools explained, but
ample opportunity is given for
practicing the"dissection™ of an
Issueinto its basic components:
the event,the problem, the issue,
the playersand theirpositions. A
closer lookbrings tolight the val-
ues and beliefs thatnake the
players "tick,” and avery thor-

and offers reasons for protecting ough list of valuesand their de-

wildlife and wildlife habitat. An

scriptions isincluded, aswell as a

It was one excellent pictorialdescription of practice application of matching
the loss of awetlands ecosystem values to enviramental

State-

due todevelopment is included in ments. (Allanswers and possible

this chapter, asvell as abrief ex-

amswers for the student actities

planation of loss of species due toare given in the teacher's section
feathered offerings, since many oflegal and illegal trade in animals.

As studentsbegintheir investi-
gations, the information in
ChapterTwo is invaluable.Lists

of the guide.) Objectivesfor the

investigation ofan environmental
issue involve writing a research
guestion, using a survey instru-

of threatened and endangered ment,developing a data collection

species and maps showirigeir

plan, interpreting théndings, and

wrens or cardinals whose parenturrent rangemake it easy to recommending appropriatgtizen

trustingly built nests inthe hedge
or evenunder the eaves of our
carport. Their young were not
sufficiently wise in the ways of
local predators toavoid the cun-
ning cats, anthere waso second
lesson. Itnever occurred to me
that my well-fed pets might be
putting the population of a prey
species at risk.

Threatened and Endangered
Animals helps students artéach-
ers take a closer look at the
meaning ofthe termsthreatened

bookmark aspecific stats' trou-
bled turtles, asvell as other rep-

action based orthe findings. It
was heartening to read the section

tiles, birds, insects, crustaceans,"Modes of Citizenship Action."

manmmals or mollusks hat are
threatened oendangered. Sthat
students andeachershaveseveral

starting points, an agency con-

nectedwith wildlife is listed for

Too oftenstudents (andheir par-
ents and teachers) think oftizen
action in terms of reaction. These
authorsbelieve that "it is every
person's responsibility ascéizen

eachstate,some journal and peri- to participate inissueresolution,”

odical articles covering related
topicsaregiven,and a number of

and the guide promotes logical, ef-
fective (andlegal) action stem-

key Internet websites are sug-ming from athoroughinvestiga-

gested. Finally, a thumbnalil

sketch ofseven animals that are

tion of the issue at hand.



In places, uneverditing mars
the excellent catent of this re-
source, andit would have been
hdpful to havehad aglossary of
basic terminology and reference
section. The guide is intended for
usewithin the United States, as is
made clear hyits subtitle, ‘An
Extended Case Sudy for the
Investigation and Evaluation of
Issues Surrounding Threatened
and Endangered Animals of the
United Sates.” However,the is-
sue investigation approach and the
case studies are applicableany-
where. and teachemutside of the
U.S. could adaptthis curiculum
by supplementinghe guidewith
species lists and range maps for
their own regions.

As a residentof a state that
ranksfifth highest in number of
endangered and threatened
species, | was remindeahew of
the effect ofhuman population on
wildlife. Like manypeople, | own
pets, drive aar,shop atmalls —
I'm part of thesystem, and in-
creasingly the system is a problem
that other species face.Threat-
ened and Endangered Animals
urges teachers andstudents to
honestly,carefully,and asdispas-
sionatelyas possibleexplore how
our actionsthreatenother species
and to findsolutions hat benefit
all. If we can do thisand teach
othershow to doit, we will have
come along way towards halting
the loss of species, which ulti-
mately impoverishes our own.
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